realistic basis, not even a commercial one, for calling our support of China
our fight on the side of 'Freedom'. No. Freedom of the Asiatics will, he
said, never come by such external means. It would gradually grow from
within, Japan or no Japan, And it was to be a matter of many centuries.
The West, Dr. Ku thought, failed utterly to take into account that
China and Japan are of one blood. Their own natures within the range of
their own fanaticism and cruelty can do best for and with each other in
due course of time. He saw nothing the West could do for either nation or
their collaterals except further bedevil and destroy them, postponing their
inevitable future—the yellow races solidly linked by way of Russia with
the West and Germany—if Germany should survive—retained as a paid
schoolmaster. But the schoolmaster would probably be no longer needed.
ENGLAND—LONDON
April, 1959, an invitation came from the Sulgrave Manor Board by way
of the British Ambassador to the United States to take the Sir George
Watson Chair for that year and deliver the lectures that a bequest from
Sir George had made possible. The lectures were to alternate, one year by
an Englishman, the next by an American. The lectures were intended to
serve the better acquaintance of British and American culture. Lord
Bryce, Woodrow Wilson, Hadley of Yale, Theodore Roosevelt, the
Governor of Canada, and many others, had delivered them.
The Sulgrave Manor Board, as you may know, took over the old home
of George Washington in England and was taking good care of it—com-
mon ground in American and English history. The lecturer was free to
deliver the famous lectures in any one of the English universities he might
choose, and as many or as few lectures as he chose. The honorarium of
twenty-five hundred dollars might be for but one lecture if the recipient
of the honour so decided. The rights of publication went with acceptance
by the lecturer. I accepted the honour, for so it was. I decided to give four
evenings at London University. But the Royal Institute of British Archi-
tects, upon learning that I was chosen to give the lectures, proposed to join
in sponsoring them, asking that they be given in the new hall of the new
building of the Royal Insitute in Portland Place. As a preliminary atten-
tion, the Institute made me honorary member of their body so that I
might not set foot on England's soil a stranger. At least I like to think that
might have been one characteristic English reason.
The most coveted honour among architects in our country is this one
from the Royal Institute of Great Britain. Unlike many of our own similar
societies, its honours are honourably bestowed. They do not go by fashion
or by favour or prestige and are so recognized throughout the United
Kingdom. The Royal Gold Medal of the Royal Institute therefore goes a
long way with any Britisher anywhere on earth and so as a matter of course
it should go with any American anywhere. It rounded out the honours
previously received from seven other countries. This last should have been
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